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Cheesecake Fundraiser – General Information
DESCRIPTION

The Cheesecake Shoppe offers the perfect fundraising opportunity for any organization.  Our unique product is easy to sell with little effort.  This special fundraising program is a welcome change of pace from typical fundraisers!
PRODUCT 

8 Serving, 7” Diameter, 32 oz. Cheesecakes.
Individually wrapped in cellophane and packaged in a plastic container.

A variety of flavors, including special seasonal and holiday flavors.

PRICING
Your group’s pricing is based a minimum order of 100 cheesecakes.
Your price per cake will be $9.50, earning a profit of $5.00 per cake sold.

Orders of less than 100 cakes will reduce your profit margin to less than $5.00 each.

PAYMENT

Payment is expected when your order is placed.
Cash or one check made payable to The Cheesecake Shoppe will be accepted.

You will only owe for the cost of the cakes – you keep your profit.

DELIVERY

Your order will be delivered frozen to your distribution site, two weeks after placing order.  Cheesecakes are able to be re-frozen with no flavor loss.
Fundraiser Timeline

Before Fundraiser Begins

· Contact The Cheesecake Shoppe to obtain order forms and information for your fundraiser.  23409 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080 - (586)773-2090

· Secure dates for your fundraiser, about 2-3 week for the sale plus a date 2 weeks later for delivery and pick-up.

· Create a cover letter detailing information about your fundraiser to send home with order forms.  A template is included in this packet.

· Create a volunteer list.  You will need volunteers to tally orders, collect money, and to help during the delivery and pick-up.

· Decide whether you will offer any inceptives or prizes to your top sellers for participating in the fundraiser.

Starting Your Fundraiser

· Distribute order forms with cover letters and information to all sellers.

· Inform all sellers of the 2-3 week selling period and due date of orders and money. 

· Hang posters and information around the school/community about the sale.

During Your Sale

· Encourage sellers to sell to family, friends, and neighbors that they know.

· Suggest that they bring order forms to work, church, etc.  

· Give all sellers a Reminder Letter, informing them of the time remaining in the sale and the time and date or order pick-up.  A template is included in this packet.

· Remind sellers of any prizes that they could win (if you are offering any).

At Sale-End

· Collect order form stubs and money from all sellers.

· Tally orders and total amount due to the Cheesecake Shoppe.

· Contact the Cheesecake Shoppe with your order & arrange to either bring payment or mail a check made payable to The Cheesecake Shoppe.

Delivery Day

· Make sure you have sent notices to sellers and posted signs to notify them when and where delivery pick-up is located.

· Ensure that you have enough volunteers available to help distribute cheesecakes.

· Bring any balance owed to The Cheesecake Shoppe – no product will be delivered without payment.

· Make sure you have any supplies your volunteers may need: order forms, plastic bags, sign-out sheets, completed order forms, notebooks, pens, markers, etc.

Use These Tips to Ensure Product Pick-Up

· Be sure to attach cover letter to order forms with pick-up date and time. Bold it, make it in color, and make sure it stands out clearly on the page.

· Decide beforehand what you will do with any remaining products (donate to a shelter, food kitchen, etc.) and inform all participants what will happen if they do not pick up their products and if you will refund their money or not.

· One week before delivery call or email sellers to remind them of the pick-up time and encourage them to make arrangements if they cannot make it.

· About an hour before pick-up time ends, start calling anyone who has not yet picked up their orders and remind them that they must do so.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. How much time do we need to do the fundraiser?

We recommend a total of 4-6 weeks. Your sale should last for 2-4 weeks and 2 weeks is required between your order due date and your delivery date, to allow The Cheesecake Shoppe to prepare your order.

2. What flavors are available?

Original, Raspberry Swirl, Strawberry Swirl, Almond Amaretto, Fudge Swirl, and Oreo

Chocolate are standard for all fundraisers.  Fall and Winter fundraisers feature Caramel Apple and Pumpkin, while Spring and Summer fundraisers feature Key Lime, Pineapple Swirl, and Orange Cremesicle.

3. What is our profit per cake sold?

When your group sells a minimum of 100 cheesecakes, your profit per cake is $5. This allows your group a minimum of $500 total profit.

4. What if we don't sell the 100 cake minimum?

The cost of each cake is raised from $9.50 to $12.50, which adjusts your profit per cake from $5 to $2. If your group sells close to 100 cakes, we recommend that your group purchase the remaining number of cakes and continue selling at the delivery in order to keep the maximum profit available.

5. How does payment work and when is it due?

The individuals purchasing cheesecakes through your group should make checks payable to your group, NOT the Cheesecake Shoppe. The total amount due to The Cheesecake Shoppe is the cost of cakes ($9.50/each) and the remaining profit is kept by your group.  Payment is due with either cash or a single check made out to The Cheesecake Shoppe when you place your order. You receive your profit instantly and don’t have to wait for a refund check!

6. Are sugar-free cheesecakes available for the fundraiser?

Though they are not on the order form, Original and Fudge Swirl sugar-free cheesecakes may be sold with your group's fundraiser. However, your cost per cake for sugar-free is $16.50 – this does not include profit. The selling price can be decided on by your group, but we recommended a price of $21.50, in order to keep the $5.00 profit per cake.

7. Is delivery included?

With a minimum order of 100 cheesecakes your delivery is included. If the delivery location is North of M-59, South of Northline, or West of Telegraph your group may be subject to an additional delivery fee. To avoid any additional cost, your group also has the option of choosing to pick-up your cheesecakes on your delivery date.

8. How do the cakes come?

The cheesecakes are delivered frozen and individually packaged in cellophane and a plastic dome container. They are boxed by flavor with 16 cakes per box.

9. Are bags provided?

We do not provide plastic bags to put individual orders in. We do recommend that your group ask members to donate old plastic grocery bags to have available when customers pick up their orders.

Tips for a Successful Cheesecake Fundraiser
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1. Decide on a Goal. We recommend that you tell each individual the quantity they need to sell in order for the whole group to reach the goal.

For example: Your group has 100 families participating. You need to raise $3,000 for a class trip. Therefore, in order for your group to hit the goal, each family will need to sell at least 6 cheesecakes. When you break it down, it becomes very easy and manageable. Everyone can take pride in doing his or her part to meet the group goal.

2. Organize. Have all of your helpers (parents, volunteers, club leaders, teachers, coaches etc.), lined up before the kick off date. Have all your materials ready to distribute.

3. Communicate. Remind your team that selling to family, neighbors and coworkers is a great way to increase your profits.

4. Include information. Attach an Information Letter* to each Cheesecake Order Form.  This way each family will know the important details of the sale and what you are raising money for

5. Sell, Sell, Sell! Keep your fundraiser sale open for about 2-3 weeks.  This gives everyone enough time to sell to family members, co-workers, neighbors, friends, etc.

6. Inform. Let everyone know that the cakes can be refrozen. Many people will order more knowing that they can freeze the cake with no loss of freshness or flavor (especially around the holidays).  Cheesecakes make great desserts and gifts for all occasions!

7. Remind. Send a Reminder Letter* home half way through the sale.  This will let everyone how much time they have left to sell cakes. 

*Sample Information and Reminder Letters available in this packet.
Below you will find two letters.

The first is a General Information Letter to attach to the order forms to give to your sellers at the start of the fundraiser. This letters was designed to give all the information needed about what you are selling, the reason you’re raising funds, and all important dates for the fundraiser.

The second is a Reminder Letter that you may want to send out half-way into the sale to remind everyone of due dates and how much time is remaining to sell more cakes.
These letters were made as an example for you to use or change as you wish.  If you use the letters, please make sure you customize them and fill in the correct information and dates as they pertain to your organization and sale.

[Your Organization Name]

Presents…
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A Cheesecake Fundraiser from the Cheesecake Shoppe!

The purpose of this fundraiser is to raise money for [Your Organization Name].  

Our goal is to raise funds for [Fill in Reason Here].  

We encourage everyone to participate by selling at least [NUMBER] Cheesecakes to help reach our goal.  You can stock up as these items can be frozen and make excellent gifts and desserts for holiday celebrations.

Attached is an order form that describes all the products.  This should be used for recording all orders.  This sale will run from [Sale Start Date to Sale Finish Date].

Share this order form with friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors that you know!

All money and order form stubs are due back by [Order Due Date]. 

Keep the top of your order form in a safe place so you can distribute your orders.

Please make checks payable to: [Your Organization Name]

Delivery Information

LOCATION:  [Name & Location of Delivery Pick Up]

DATE: [Day & Date of Delivery]

PICK-UP TIME: [Time Frame of Pick-Up]

VERY IMPORTANT DELIVERY NOTE: Sellers are responsible for picking up their orders and should take them immediately to the customer or immediately home. The cheesecakes must be refrigerated or frozen. They can be stored in the refrigerator for up to 2 weeks or kept frozen for several months.

If you have any questions, please contact [Organizer & Phone Number]

Thank you for your support!

Cheesecake Fundraiser Reminder!
The Cheesecake Fundraiser for [Your Organization Name] is underway!

Though sale is about halfway through, there is still time for you to continue selling and help us raise funds!  And for those of you who haven’t started selling, you still have time!

Please remember that sale ends and all money and order form stubs are due on [Day & Date of Sale End]. Keep the top of your order form in a safe place so you can distribute your orders after pick up.  Please make checks payable to: [Your Organization Name].
Delivery Information

LOCATION:  [Name & Location of Delivery Pick Up]

DATE: [Day & Date of Delivery]

PICK-UP TIME: [Time Frame of Pick-Up]

VERY IMPORTANT DELIVERY NOTE: Sellers are responsible for picking up their orders and should take them immediately to the customer or immediately home. The cheesecakes must be refrigerated or frozen. They can be stored in the refrigerator for up to 2 weeks or kept frozen for several months.
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If you have any questions, please contact [Organizer & Phone Number].
